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tense nation: 4. ut China — might result tion’s three years’ efforts toward world or- 
even in the expulsion of all foreign influence. ganization. We urge your prompt response 


Dr. C. K. Edmunds, President of Canton Christian ° : 
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THE WASHINGTON CONFERENCE 


China's “Declaration of Independence” 

1. (a) The powers engage to respect and observe the territorial integrity and political and 

administrative independence of the Chinese Republic. 
(b) China upon her part is prepared to give an undertaking 

portion of her territory or littoral to any power. 

2. China, being in full accord with the principle ot 
tunity for the commerce and industry of all natious having treaty relations with China, is prepared 
to accept and apply it in all parts of the Chinese He public without exception 


not to alienate or lease any 


Sut illed open door. oO! equal Oppor- 


3. With a view to strengthening mutual confidence and maintaining peace in the Pacific and 
the Far East, the powers agree not to con lude between themselves any treaty o1 agreement directly 


affecting China or the general peace in these regions without previously notifying China and giving 
her an opportunity to participate. 

4. All special rights, privileges, immunities, or commitments, whatever their character or con- 
tractual basis, claimed by any of the powers in or relating to China are to be declared, and all such or 
future claims not so made known are to be deemed null and void. The rights, privileges, immunities 
and commitments now known to be declared are to be examined with a view to determining their scope 
and validity, and, if valid, to harmonize them with one another and with the principles declared by 
this conference. 

5. Immediately, or as soon as circumstances will permit, existing limitations upon China’s 
political, jurisdictional and administrative freedom of action are to be removed. 

6. Reasonable, definite terms of duration are to be attached to China’s present commitments, 
which are without time limits. 

7. In the interpretation of instruments granting special rights or privileges, the well estab- 
lished principle of construction that such grants shall be strictly construed in favor of the grantors is 
to be observed. 

8. China’s rights as a neutral are to be fully respected in future wars to which she is not a party. 

9. Provision is to be made for the peaceful settlement of international disputes in the Pacific 
and the Far East. 

10. Provision is to be made for future conferences to be held from time to time for the dis- 
cussion of international questions relative to the Pacific and the Far East as a basis for the deter- 
mination of common policies of the signatory powers in relation thereto. 


What Delays Naval Agreement? 

Japan appears to be insisting on a ratio of 7 to 10 in capital tonnage rather than the 6 to 10 
ratio suggested in Mr. Hughes’s memorandum. Perhaps this is ungracious but it is almost inevitable. 
Until the more serious causes of friction between this country and Japan are removed, no wholehearted 
co-operation will be possible. 

Denounce the Anglo-Japanese Alliance! 

Each day makes more evident the distrust and misunderstandings which this alliance creates 
between Great Britain and the United States. A peaceful solution of the disputed points in China and 
the Pacific hinges largely upon the cordial and whole-hearted working together of our government and 
that of the British Empire. Ought we not to make clear to our representatives in Washington and to 
our friends in England that no single act would do so much to bring about constructively helpful 
Anglo-American relations as the denouncement of the alliance which, despite its qualifications, must 
always seem to the average American citizen to unite Great Britain with Japan against us? 


: Why Not Dismantle Guam? 

Japan looks upon the present fortification and our program for enlargement of the naval bases 
at Guam as a direct threat at her. Such facilities for our fleet may be explained as needed for defense 
of the Philippines, but to Japan they have only an offensive significance. Is it not reasonable that if 
navies are to be cut to purely defensive proporuons, this Pac Lhe outpost ought to be dismantled? 


World Organization 

America is aroused, is conscious of her power and thrilled at the prospect of world leader- 
ship. Shall this enthusiasm and idealism be permiited to subside, fritter itself away and disappear 
once the Conference is over, or shall it be strengthened, organized and made into an even more potent 
force to bring the United States whole-heartedly into continuous and close co-operation with all the 
nations of the earth? 

Scrapping of capital ships reduces the cost of preparedness for war and somewhat minimizes 
the danger of war. The beginning of a settlement of the Far Eastern problem removes some of the 
causes for strife. But only effective world organization can prevent war. 

The Washington Conference marks, let us hope, the beginning of America’s active participation 


in a worid organized for peace. oe —J. G. M. 


